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READ AND WRITE WITH ME
Lockdown Literacy Programme

Grade R 

Resource pack 2

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We hope you had fun with your child and enjoyed working through the 
activities in Resource pack 1. We are so encouraged to know that even 
though your children have had a disrupted school year, they have been 
learning important language skills by doing this literacy programme 
with you. We hope that they have developed a love of reading and 
writing and are looking forward to more books and activities. 

While the plan is for Grade R learners to return to school on 6 July, 
this work with your child remains absolutely essential. We know that 
teaching time will be affected  and are aware that schooling may be 
interrupted again. By spending 30–40 minutes a day working through 
the pack with your child, you will help them catch up what they have 
missed. Continue to make use of these materials even if your child has 
returned to school. Your support is still crucial!

In this pack we have provided you with eight new little books, more 
games and letters to practise. For these new activities you can follow 
the weekly timetable in Resource pack 1.

Little books

When you work through the new little books, please use Activities 1–3 
(Talking about the book, Reading the book and Drawing and writing) in 
Resource pack 1 to guide you. The little books have been graded and 
you may notice that they are a bit more challenging than the books in 
Resource pack 1.

Letters to practise

We have provided templates for four new letters. Use 
the same activities to practise these new letters as you 
did in Resource pack 1.

Games

There are new games for Grade R:

 * the Stepping stones game helps children 
practise letter sounds (use the same steps as 
for the Letter snake game in Resource pack 1). 
Before you play this game, you will need to stick 
it onto cardboard.

 * the listening games help children hear sounds  
in words. 

Activity Record sheet

This sheet will help you keep a record of what 
your child has been doing and is a lovely way of 
sharing and celebrating your child’s progress in 
the family. Your child’s teacher may also find this 
information very helpful.

With warm wishes from
the Wordworks team



At the end of your lesson every day, fill in this table with your child. Tick () Activities 1, 2 and 3 and write in the last three columns.

Week Story title Activity 1:
Talking 
about the 
book ()

Activity 2:
Reading the 
book ()

Activity 3:
Drawing and 
writing ()

Activity 4:
Practising letter-sounds and 
words 
(Which games did you play?)

Activity 5:
Practising letter formation 
(Which activities did you do?)

Comment:
What positive comment do you want 
to make to your child this week?

5 Look at 
me

m

Cooking

6 Where is 
my cat?

r

This is me

7 Friends f

Things I 
like

8 My mom o

Counting 
animals

Activity Record: Week 5 to Week 8



Stepping stones game

ENGLISH

Stepping Stones Game

end
start



Tip: Try to avoid words with confusing sounds, for example, ‘chicken’ starts with   
the letter ‘c’ but the sound is ‘/ch/’. In English, words that start with vowels are 
tricky because they don’t always make the same sound, for example, oil, owl, over, 
or olive.I spy with my little eye ...

Steps
1 Say to your child, “I am thinking of something that starts with …” (some people say, “I spy with my little eye something starting with …”). 
2 Your child must look for things around them that start with this sound, for example, “I am thinking of something that starts       

with /t/.” (toothpaste) 
3 If your child gives you a word that starts with the correct sound, but isn’t the word you are thinking of, say, “Yes, that does begin      

with the right sound but I am thinking of something else.”
4 If your child can guess the word you are thinking of, then she has a turn to think of a word and the sound that it starts with.
5 Remember to use the focus sound of the word, not the name of the letter at the start of the word (‘t-t-t’ not ‘tee’). 
6 You can take turns playing this game anywhere – at home, on the bus, walking down the road.

Tip: If your child does not give a word starting with the correct sound, don’t criticise her but say, “Almost right! Listen carefully: 
the sound is t-t-t and the word you gave me starts with a p-p-p.”

Naming and sorting
Steps
1 Collect two boxes and write a letter on the outside of each box, for example, /r/ 

and /m/. Start with the letters you’ve practised with your child.
2 Collect objects around the house that start with those    

letters and place them on a table or on the floor. 
3 Ask your child to pick up an object, name it and say the    

focus sound, for example, macaroni starts with mmm. 
4 Now ask them to put the object in the box with     

the right letter on it.
5 You can play this game a few times       

using all the letters in the pack.

Guess what I have in my bag
Steps
1 Collect a few things from around the house and put them in a bag, for example, 

a spoon, a pen, a toothbrush, or an apple. 
2 You can start by saying, “In my bag I have something! Can you   

work out what it is? Here are your clues: You find it in the kitchen.   
You eat with it. It starts with ‘sss’. Can you tell me what it is?”

3 Your child can ask questions to help them work out     
the  answer, for example, “Do I use it when       
I eat soup?”

4 Variation: Once you have played this game a      
few times, you can swop around and your child     
can choose the object while you ask questions      
to work out what it is.

Did you know that children will find it easier to learn to read and write if they are aware that the words we say are made up of different sounds? Children need to be able to 
hear sounds in words and match these sounds to letters. Listening games help children to learn to hear sounds in spoken words. It is easiest for children to hear the sounds that 
words start with. We call these sounds ‘focus sounds’.

Let’s play listening games
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I can play with 
my friend.

I can stand on 
my hands.

I can swing. I can help  
my gran.

I can skip.
I can read.

This book 
belongs to:

Look at 
me

ENGLISH



I peel 
the potatoes.

I chop 
a cabbage.

Onions make me 
cry when they 
are chopped.

My mom chops 
the onions.

I cut the 
butternut.

I chop 
the spinach.

I grate 
the carrots.

6 5 4 3
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Cooking
Clare Verbeek
Kathy Arbuckle

ENGLISH







The Three 
Little Pigs

6 5 4 3
217

Where is my cat?
Martin Arabaruta
Bronwen Heath

Is it outside 
the house?

Is it under 
the bed?

Here it is!
Is it inside 
the basket?

Is it next to 
the bin?

Is it behind 
the couch?

Is it on top of 
the cupboard?

ENGLISH



This is my picture. This is my hand. 

My telephone 
number is 
079 523 3255.

I like to skip with 
my friends.

I like fish 
and chips. I am six years old.

This is a picture of 
my family.

6 5 4 3
217

This is me
Clare Verbreek
Kathy Arbuckle

ENGLISH







My name is Simo. This is my friend 
Zizo. She likes to 
play soccer.

I play hide-and-
seek with Sisa.

This is my friend 
Sisa.  He likes to 
play hide-and-seek.

I swim with Lele. This is my friend 
Lele. She likes 
to swim.

I play soccer
with Zizo.

6 5 4 3
217

Friends
Hlengiwe Zondi
Catherine Groenewald

ENGLISH
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I like you. I like to 
play with you.

I like water. I like to swim  
in the water.

I like dogs. I like trees.I like to run with  
my dogs.

I like to
climb trees.

Things
I like

ENGLISH



This is me. I live with my mom 
and my brother 
and sister.

I love my mom. 
When it is my 
birthday, my mom 
buys me a present.

I help my mom 
clean the house 
and wash 
the dishes.

Sometimes my 
mom visits 
her friends.

My mom likes
to cook.

6 5 4 3
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My mom
Merville Mabula

ENGLISH
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Counting animals
Clare Verbeek
Rob Owen

One elephant 
wants to 
drink water. 

Two giraffes want 
to drink water.

One elephant 
drinks water with 
the lion.

One lion roars. 
He also wants 
to drink.

Seven zebras want 
to drink water.

Five buck and six 
warthogs want to 
drink water.

Three buffaloes 
and four birds want 
to drink water.

ENGLISH


