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READ AND WRITE WITH ME
Lockdown Literacy Programme

Grade R 

Resource pack 3

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We acknowledge how difficult and stressful the last couple of months 
have been for everyone and we want to congratulate you for persevering 
at home with a learning programme for your child!

By now, you would have noticed how your child is progressing with letter 
knowledge, reading and writing. We all know that learning something 
new is often difficult and so it is very important to keep the lessons 
fun with lots of encouragement and praise. In this way, you will both 
enjoy this time together and your child will become more confident and 
develop a love for reading and writing.

We are pleased to inform you that we now have Resource pack 3 – the 
last in our series – ready for you! It is packed with another eight new little 
books, more letters to practise and fun phonic and spelling games. For 
these new activities, you can follow the weekly timetable in Resource 
pack 1. Make sure to use the Activity Record sheet to keep yourselves on 
track, to affirm your child’s efforts and progress and to feed back to the 
teacher on what your child has done.

We thought we’d share what parents had to say about using our materials 
at home with their children.

 * I love this so much because it gives me more insight into how to keep 
my son in Grade R occupied and learning at the same time. It is  
so enjoyable!

 * The package includes everything a teacher or parent needs for the 
lesson. It is easy to teach from. Thank you so much.

 * I think this program is pretty impressive. It keeps us busy for   
hours everyday.

Little books

By now your child would have received 32 little books! 
We thought it would be useful to show you how to 
make a little library.

 * Take an empty small box (a jelly box or something 
similar) and neatly cut off one of the short sides to 
create an opening. You might need more than one box to hold  
all the little books!

 * Decorate the boxes with wrapping paper, pictures from magazines, 
or paint. 

 * Stack your little books in their new library and put them somewhere safe so your 
child can read them over and over again. 

When you work through the new little books, please use Activities 1–3 (Talking about 
the book, Reading the book and Drawing and writing) in Resource pack 1 to guide you.

Letters to practise

We have provided templates for four new letters. Use the same 
activities to practise these new letters as you did in Resource pack 1.

Games

The new games for Grade R are:

 * the Word bird game for practising letter sounds. Before you 
play this game, you will need to stick it onto cardboard. 

 * three new listening games to help children hear sounds in 
words and to break words into syllables. 

With warm wishes from
the Wordworks team



At the end of your lesson every day, fill in this table with your child. Tick () Activities 1, 2 and 3 and write in the last three columns.

Week Story title Activity 1:
Talking 
about the 
book ()

Activity 2:
Reading the 
book ()

Activity 3:
Drawing and 
writing ()

Activity 4:
Practising letter-sounds    
and words 
(Which games did you play?)

Activity 5:
Practising letter formation 
(Which activities did you do?)

Comment:
What positive comment do you want 
to make to your child this week?

9 Soccer in 
the park

d

Baby 
birds

10 The 
beautiful 
butterfly

n

Spot goes 
to the 
shop

11 Are 
you my 
mother?

a

A kennel 
for Socks

12 My bean 
story

l

Holidays 
with 
granny

Activity Record: Week 9 to Week 12



Word bird game

ENGLISH

Steps

1 Children put their counters on Start, take turns to throw the die 
and move the counter the correct number of spaces on the board. 

2 When they land on a letter, they say the sound that letter makes 
and name something that begins with that sound. 

3 The first child to reach the end of the board is the winner. 



Counting syllables
Steps
1 Ask your child to help you think of some long words. You can start with your child’s name, and the names of family 

and friends.
2  Say the word slowly and work out how many syllables are in the word, for example, ‘croc-o-dile’ has three syllables,  

‘tel-e-vi-sion’ has four syllables. 
3  Ask your child to hop once for each syllable – ‘croc-o-dile’ means three hops! 
4 Continue playing the game with more words with two syllables, three syllables and four syllables. You can count 

syllables on your fingers or clap for each syllable. You can also try using words in different languages!

How many words can you think of?
Steps
1 Choose a focus sound and tell your child what it is. Remember to say the 

sound, not the name (b-b-b not ‘bee’).
2 Ask your child how many things she can think of that start with that sound,  

for example, ball, bag, banana, butterfly, or baby. 
3  Once your child has thought of all the words      

she knows, give her a new sound to try. 
4  You can give your child clues when she 

runs out of ideas, for example, “What 
about an insect that gives us honey? … 
Yes, ‘bee’ starts with b-b-b!”

5 Continue to play this game using 
different focus sounds.

Did you know that children will find it easier to learn to read and write if they are aware that the words we say are made up of different sounds? Children need to be able to 
hear sounds in words and match these sounds to letters. Listening games help children to learn to hear sounds in spoken words. It is easiest for children to hear the sounds that 
words start with. We call these sounds ‘focus sounds’.

Let’s play listening games

Posting letters
Steps
1 Choose two letters you have already practised with your child and look for 

five or six small pictures of things that start with each of these sounds. You can 
also ask your child to help you draw pictures of 
things that start with these sounds.

2 Make two ‘post-boxes’ out of cardboard and stick 
a letter on each post-box with prestik.

3  Show your child one of the pictures and help him 
to say the name of the picture and work out what 
sound it starts with. 

4  He can then ‘post’ the picture through the post-
box hole with the correct letter. 

5  Continue to play the game with the rest of   
the pictures.
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I want to 
play soccer.

This book 
belongs to:

............................................

Go and 
play, Sam.

Look, I can play.I kick a goal.  
Laduma!

Oh no! I cut 
my leg.

My mom 
helps me.

Soccer in 
the park
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Mom sits on the 
eggs at night.

The eggs hatch.
“Cheep, cheep. 
We want 
worms!”

Mom makes 
a nest.

Mom sits on the 
eggs in the day.
“Look at us fly!”

This book 
belongs to:

............................................

Baby birds

ENGLISH
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A small egg is 
on the leaf.

A caterpillar 
comes out of 
the egg.

The caterpillar 
eats the 
green leaf.

Look at the 
fat caterpillar!

The caterpillar 
makes a cocoon.

The caterpillar is 
now a butterfly.

Look at her 
beautiful wings.

The beautiful 
butterfly

ENGLISH
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Mom asks Sam 
and Zinzi to go to 
the shop.

Spot goes 
to the shop

They walk to the 
shop. Spot goes 
with them.

They buy bread and 
milk at the shop.

They walk back 
home with 
the shopping.

Mom says: 
“Where is Spot?”

“Here he is!” 
“Thank you for 
bringing Spot 
home, Musa.”

This book 
belongs to:

............................................
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Mother bird sits on 
her nest.

Are you 
my mother?

She is hungry so she 
flies away to look 
for a worm.

Baby bird hatches 
out of the egg. He 
wants his mother.

“Are you my 
mother?” asks baby 
bird. “No,” says 
the cow.

“Are you my 
mother?” asks baby 
bird. “No,” says
the goat.

Gogo puts baby bird 
back in the nest.

Here is your mother, 
baby bird. She has 
a worm for 
your supper.
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Hello. I am Sam.
I have a dog.   
His name is Socks.

I have made a 
kennel for Socks.  
He is happy.

Socks has a bed  
but no kennel.

I will make him 
a kennel.

I make a roof for 
Socks so he will 
not get wet when 
it rains.

I put a flap over 
the hole. I put a 
blanket in the box 
so Socks will 
be warm.

I have a 
wooden box.

I cut a hole in the 
box so Socks can 
go in.

A kennel 
for Socks

I have a 
wooden 
box.
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I am a small white 
bean ready 
to grow.

Water helps me 
grow. My root 
grows down into 
the soil.

Each bean pod has 
lots of little beans! 

Soon my flowers 
come out. The 
flowers make 
bean pods.

Water and sunlight 
helps me 
grow stronger.

My little leaves 
grow from my stem.

My stem grows up 
to the sunlight.

6 5 4 3
217

My bean story
Clare Verbreek
Mlungisi Dlamini
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Dad is taking us to 
visit our granny.

Holidays 
with granny

Granny is happy to 
see us. She loves the 
presents we give her.

Granny makes 
us our favourite 
porridge. Yum yum!

We fetch water and 
wood.  We help to 
collect eggs.

We climb trees and 
swim in the river.

It’s time to go home.  
Dad comes to
fetch us.

Goodbye granny.  
We will visit you 
again soon!


